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(2)   That the Chancellery of the Patriarchate will notify Orthodox parishes
in Ukraine of the nomination made, with instructions to mention the name of

the Most Holy Metropolitan Exarch after that of the Acting Patriarch at divine
service, as ordained.

Acting Patriarch Sergius,
Metropolitan of Moscow.
(Seal)

15 July, 1941,              Executant of the Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate.,

No. 610.                                                   ARCHFRIEST N. KOLCHITSKY.

THE ARCHBISHOP OF SARATOV'S EASTER PASTORAL MESSAGE
"CHRIST is RISEN !"
The glad tidings bring special feelings of joy and delight to all corners of the
earth. How much comfort and joy they bring to each one of us, and especially
to those of us whose hearts are weighed down with grief for the loss of relatives
and friends torn, away from their nearest and dearest by inexorable death.
The Easter-eve service itself, with its solemn ritual, somehow has the power to
heal the deep wounds of the afflicted and offer them consolation and comfort.
Midnight draws near. . . . The candles flicker in the brightly polished
chandeliers and in the hands of the worshippers, transfusing their festive faces
and clothes with light. Silence. . . . The solemn tremulous minutes of waiting
for the procession round the cathedral. The church crammed to overflowing
with worshippers, and a huge crowd standing around. Now as never before
the soul thirsts for tidings of the resurrection.
The resurrection of Christ and after Him of all mankind gives us not only
patience to bear our sufferings but even a holy consolation in them.
Does the thought of death in battle for the beloved Fatherland frighten us ?
"Let no man fear death. The Saviour has delivered us from death." Does such
death mean parting from those near and dear to you : father, mother, wife and
beloved children ? Parting will not be for long, for, 'The dead shall be resur-
rected and all mankind shall live again."
Heavy are the sufferings of those who have had to leave then: homes, their
native -villages and towns, fields, rivers and forests* But Easter means deliver-
ance from grief, for it makes it possible for us to pray: "May they who Have been
afflicted, O Saviour, be glorified in Thy Heavenly Kingdom."
The children of Hell who have raised the sword against our Russian people
and against the whole world will soon, very soon, perish ingloriously.
Truly blessed and holy is this night of Salvation, the radiant harbinger of the
shining day of resurrection.
Our souls are permeated with one single feeling: that of expectation of the
resurrection of the dead and of the future life. The human body decays, but its
immortal soul flies to God, Who created it for eternal life. There shall live on
earth to all eternity also the memory of the glorious immortal deeds of the people
great and small whose aim in life has been to serve their fellows through love.
Service of this kind gives joy, when a man devoted to his fellows lays down his
life for the holy cause of love, when a warrior or commander does not spare his
life for the sake of the well-being and happiness of his people. Nakhirnov,